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Long before John F. Ken-
nedy was killed, according
to a former White House
aide, high U.S. officials, in-
cluding the President him-
self, voiced the thought that

i real or alleged involvement
*in " foreign
© could urleash similar efforts

assassinations

" here.

“If we get mto that kind
of thing, we'll all be tar-
gets,” former White House
aide lichard Goodwin
quoted Kennedy as telling

- him in November of 1951.,

.. “He wasn’t talking
people like you or me)”
Goodwin said in an, inter-

: view. “He was talking about

_ chiefs of state, such as hxm-
self”

Goodwin said the _conver-
sation with Kennedy took
the "\White House
just two days after the Pres-
ident raised the idea of Cu-

- ban Premier Fidel Castro's

assassination in a chat wth

Rusk expr essed a similar ap-’ -

prehension following the as-
sassination of Dominican
Republic dictator Rafael
Truijllo on May 30, 1951.

The'CIA had informed the
White House in mid-May of
1961 that it had aiready
turned over some revoivers
and carbines to Dominican
dissidents who were later in-
volved in the Trujillo assas-
sination.

In a document now in th=
hands of the Senate intellt-
gence committee. the C.:.
said it also stood ready. if
authorized, to supply the

" dissidents with four subma.

about

journaiist Tad Szule, then of -

. The New York Times.

‘Szule has said that Ken-

STATedv asked him, “How would

_ Secretary .

-

ou feel if the United
- States assassinated Castro?”
The journalist said he told
- the President it was a very

b poox:xdea and quoted lken-

nedy as _responding. “T'm

Tt oglad vou feel that way be-
cause suggestions to that ef-

. fect keep coming to me. and
I believe very strongly that
the Unitad States should not

“be a mrw to poiitical assas-

s.ma...on

fairs and chairman ot a
hizh-leve! Cuban task force
at the time, Goodwin said he
was pr e;ent at the meeting
with Szule and, out of curi-
ositv. raised the topic with
the President again a couple
of days later

1 said if soundcd like a
crazy idea to me” (}oodwin
recailed. It was then, he
said, that Kennedy told him,
« +If we get into that kind of
thing, we'll all ba targets.” ”

According  to  Goodwin,
of ,, State Dean,

.The. T-“res;den s cbxef ~ad‘."
. \'1.,er on Latm-Amerlcan ai-

3

_ilicense .. ta. . EQ

chine guns and a small num-

ber of grenades which wor2.
“in the direct custody of our -
station in Ciudad Trujillo.”

. Although Kennedy vetoed

the transfer and personally
ruled out U.S. involvement
in an assassination shortly

before Trujillo was Killed,

Goodwin said - suspicions of
American complicity

were
raised when W hite House
press secrctary Pierre Sai-
inger unwittingly an-
nounced the dictator’s death
to the world.

-“It was a disaster,” Good-
win recalled. The 'Domini-

ans did not announce Tru-
Jlllo s death, but Washington
was - immediately informed
by a cable from U.S.. Consul
General Henry Dearborn
who had been in élose con-

tact with the .dissident
group. :

‘The word was promptlv
relayed to Xennedy, who

was in Paris at.the time
meeting with French Presi-

- dent Charles- de ‘Gaulle. Una-
Tware that Y Trujlile's Tdedths |

was still a secret, Salinger
casually iuformed the press
on the morninz of M: 'y_.al

1961.

. Because of that, Gcodwm
said, “the Cubans thougiht
Kennedy was involved. At
Jeast (Cuban Foreizn
Alinister) Raul Roa did.”

Salinger's announccement
also’ pained officials in
\¥ashington. “Rusk veally
blew up,” Gocdwin said. “He
told me, ‘if péople think we

did anvthing to  Trujille,
they might look at this as a
qfter

hcnned"” s e

“Operation

.
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* Goodwin also “recalied a
chat with Kennedy foliow-
ing the August, 1951, confer-
ence in Punta del Este, Uru-
auay, where the Alliance for
Progress charter was signed
by the United States and 19
other American countries—
twith Cuba abstaining.

Cuba’s'Ernesto (Che) Gue-
vara was also at the confer-
ence and- when he noticed
Goodwin smoking a cigar,
Guevara told an Argentine
delegate “he’d bet I wouldn't
smoke a Cuban cigar.”

Goodwin said he teld
the delegate he would if he’

‘could get any. Guevara re-

sponded through an inter-
mediary with a box of 50
Havana cigars “iniaid with a
Cuban seal.

“It had a handwritten
catd in it from Che.” Good-
win related. “It said, in
Spanish: ‘Since I have no

rreeting card, I hLave to
.8

write. Sinece speaking to an
ehemy is difficult, I exiend
my hand.”” )

Goodwin brought the ci-
gars back to Waskington
and, he said, took the box to
the President.

“He .took one out and
started puffing on i1,” Good-
win said. “Then he looked at
me and said, ‘vou snould
have smoked the first one’ ”

After the Bay of Pigs fi-
asco in 1961, Kenn edy ap-
proved a secret campaizn of
economic warfare and

came to. be known as
Mongcose"—in
hopés of unseating Castro.
Goodwin said . the Presi-
dent's brother,. Attorney

Gnneral Robert ¥, I\emxedy,‘_ ]
was-‘narived ' 6" OVEr aleom-¢

mand of it on Goedwin’s
rccomm’endauon mn Novems-
ber of 1961, .
However, Goodwin said he,
felt certain that the Presi-
dent never authorized or
condoned the CIA's secret
plots znd attempts to kil
Castro “and 1 don't think
Bobby could have done it on
his own without {teclling
Jack.” The former \White
House aide also sa2id Robert
Kennedy told him on a trip
to Latin America iv. 15656
that he had “turned off” an
effort against Castro’s life,
Despite this, Goodwin sald

he has since been informed,,

un-
derground sabotzze—which: -
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“the CIA made repeated ef-
forts to kill Castro, even af-
ter Kennedy's assassination
and as late as 1535. -

“The CIA was moving all’

the time,” he sa2id. “Why I
don’t know. My own theory
is that-it was the hurmilia-
tion of the Bay of Pigs; they
thought they could make up
for that.”

Whatever the answer, Go-
odwin said he knew of no

‘hizh-level official of the -
l}«:ennedy administration
who ever advocaied Castro's

assassination except for re-
ports, whiciit Goodwin would
not confirm, concerping
then-Secretary of Defense
Robert S.-McNamara.
Accordinz to a CIA memo
now in the hands of Senate
investigators, AMcNamara
“raised the question” of kill-
ing Castro at-aa Aug. 10,
1552, meeting 0of the so-
called “Special Group Augz-
mented” which was -in
charge of Operation Mon-
coose. Held in Rusk's con-
ference room, th2 meeting

1was callad tn discuss reports
clear.
about to be in-:

that Soviet-made
missiles wer
stalled in Cuba., -
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